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By God’s great mercy we have been
given a new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead...

1 Peter 1:3
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At6:30 on Easter morning we gathered at the Clinton Beach
gazebosurrounded by fog and the age-old proclamation was made:
Heisrisen! Heisrisenindeed! Thusbegan our celebration of the
central factof our faith. Eventhough ithappened twothousand years
ago, we come together each first day of the week to worship the one
who has given us salvation through his life, death and resurrection.
Sometimeswe seemto getto the pointwhere we take that for granted
week after week. Easter, withall itswonderful readings, hymnsand
music, brings back to usthe power of the resurrection and itsmeaning
foreach one of us.

I cameacrossanarticle which posesthe questions: Find yourself
taking life for granted? Find yourself not seeing the extra in the
ordinary? Listentothese wordswritten 1400 yearsago by Gregory
the Great: “Those thingswhichare full of marvels foraninvestigation
deeperthanwe canreach have become cheap fromcustomintheeyes
of men.” Hethengivessome examples:

“...ifadeadmanisraisedtolife, allmenspringup inastonishment,
yet every day one that had no being is born, and no man wonders,
thoughitisplaintoall, withoutdoubt, that itisagreater thing for that
to be created which was without being than for that which had being
tobe restored. Because the dry rod of Aaron budded, all menwere
inastonishment; every day atreeis produced fromthedryearth... and
no manwonders. Five thousand men were filled with five loaves;
...everydaythegrainsof seedthatare sownare multipliedinafullness
of ears, and no man wonders. All ... wondered to see water once
turned intowine. Every day the earth’smaoisture, beingdrawnintothe
rootof the vine, isturned by the grape intowine, and no manwonders.
Full of wonder thenare all the things which men never think towonder
at, because ... they are by habit become dull to the consideration of
them.”

I realize thatas four of us fromthis congregation join with others
to travel to Haiti, we may become more aware of the ordinary and
whatwe tend to take for granted each and every day. Itis justone of
thewaysthat people of thischurchare putting their faith intoactionand
celebrating the fellowship of the people of Christ. Be sure to go
through this month’s Messenger to find outabout PETs at the Bike
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Day, the CROP walk for hunger, the mother/daughter banquet,
music Sunday and a whole host of other ways we try to
celebrate the new life we experience each and every day as
resurrection people.

Christisrisen! Heisrisenindeed!

CROP walks provide tundstor local, national and international
hunger reliefefforts, including our own Soup Kitchen. Register towalk
on May 15 beginning at 1 pm at First Church of Christ in Old
Saybrook.

Walk 1-Leavesat2:00and continues forapproximately 2.5 miles.
Walk 2-Beginsat 2:30 and followsa 3.5 mileroute.
Walk 3—Startsat 2:00 with Walkers 1 and continues on with Walkers
2 forabout6miles.
Eachwalk hasrestand water stops. Family funeventsare provided
throughoutthe afternoonatFirst Church, ending withapizzaparty at
4pm. Please see Arline Johnson or Beverly Jones for donor envelopes
soyou may find sponsors.

Easter Sunrise

Therewerewonderful sunrise servicesat6:00 inthe cemetery;
at6:30inthe Town Beach Gazebo; butthey mightas well have been
at 7:30 when the sunfinally appeared through the fog!

Twenty-two United Methodists and guests met in the Town
Gazebo where Pastor Craig led the service accompanied by many
red-winged blackbirds inthe salt marsh.

Most people returned to the church for a great breakfast
prepared by Sharon Minick, Gary Hawes, Tammy Drenaand Gay
McPhee. Thank youall!
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Month of Easter Sundays

May 1

Greeters
Ushers

Infant/toddler care
Acolytes

Sound coordinator
Cameraoperator
Worship leader
Lectionaryscriptures

Sermon
Communionsteward
Fellowship hosts

May 8

Greeters
Ushers

Infant/toddler care
Acolytes

Sound coordinator
Cameraoperator
Worship leader
Lectionaryscriptures

Sermon
Fellowship hosts

Second Sunday of Easter

Frankand Winnie Milnes
Dennis Scaglione, Bob McLeod,
John Pope, Gerald Cotter,

Alan Anderson

LindaSymmes

TammyDrena

LisaSutherland

Mickey Brown

Acts 2:2-14a, 22-32; Psalm 16;
1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31
Pastor Craig Fitzsimmons
EvelynScaglione

The Lohutkos

Third Sunday of Easter
Mother’s Day

LisaSutherlandand Tammy Drena
Rachel Benisvy, Haley Parent,
Jonas Thelin, Alex Attanasio,
Megan Lohutko

LindaSymmes

Ally Gates

Dan Attanasio

Fern Pope

Acts 2:2-14a, 36-41; Psalm 116;
1 Peter 1:17-23; John 24:13-35
Mickey Brown, Lay Speaker
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May 15

Greeters
Ushers

Infant/toddler care
Acolytes

Sound coordinator
Cameraoperator
Worship leader
Lectionaryscriptures

Sermon
Fellowship hosts

Fourth Sunday of Easter

2?77

Evelyn Scaglione, Sharon Minick,
Gay McPhee, EllenHoyt,
LyndaLarson

LindaSymmes

Jonas Thelin

Mickey Brown

Tammy Drena

Acts2:42-47; Psalm 23;

1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10
Rev. Dr. Robert Martin Walker
United Methodist Youth luncheon

Dehorah Circle to meet at the church

The Deborah Circle, abible study group opentoall women ofthe

church, will meetin Fellowship Hallat 7:30, May 17, 2011.

May 22

Greeter
Ushers

Infant/toddler care
Acolytes

Sound coordinator
Cameraoperator
Worship leader
Lectionaryscriptures

Sermon
Fellowshiphost

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Music Sunday

Sally Cotter

Sally Cotter, Ginny Burr,
David Moore, Lyle Cubberly,
Drew Dupre

LindaSymmes

Tammy Drena
LisaSutherland

BobHale

Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 31;

1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14
Pastor Craig Fitzsimmons
Jackie Blomberg
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May 29 Sixth Sunday of Easter

Greeters The Gates Family
Ushers Dennis Scaglione, Bob McLeod,
JohnPope, Gerald Cotter,
Alan Anderson
Infant/toddler care LindaSymmes
Acolytes
Sound coordinator LisaSutherland
Cameraoperator Dan Attanasio
Worship leader
Lectionaryscriptures Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 66;
1 Peter 3:13-22; John 14:15-21
Sermon Sue Alexander, Lay Speaker

Fellowship hosts

5:30 pm, Saturday, May 7
“The History of Fans” by Vera Smith
Dinner by United Methodist Men
Tickets from Gay McPhee
$10-women $5 - girls, ten years or younger

Camping season is almost here

We have received the promonotional material forthe New York
Conference Camps. Please look at the poster in Fellowship Hall and
contactany campthat might interestyou.

The New York Conference has three camps — Quinipet,
named for the five large boulders grouped in the middle of a
beautiful location for swimming, kayaking and sailing on Shelter
Island, New York; Epworth, a farm-like atmosphere in High
Falls, NY; and Kingswood, awoodsy retreat in the Catskills with
equipped camp sites and real beds!

There are programs and space for all ages.
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How many animals can we buy?

The Sunday School children have been bringing money for
Heifer, International for overayear. During the month of May
they will be learning about the worldwide work of Heifer, Int’l
and deciding what can be done with the funds amassed.

Wildflowers Helping Our Funds to Grow

During May and June the Mission Committee is inviting the
congregation to once again help with our spring fundraiser. Your
$5.00donationwill helptosupport2 mission funds. Thiswilladd funds
to our ongoing support of W.1.C. (Women-Infants-Children) and
Calisto Arlindo Samo Jairesse, our Theological student from

— Mozambique. We will be showing

@) 0 v' our appreciation with wildflower
\ —

seed packets for your generosity in
“helping to make our funds grow!”
< Lookforusafterchurchin Fellowship
HaII Thankyou.
The Missions Commitlee
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A matter of bread

Jesus challenges his followers to do all they can to help the
hungry to find food. Everything that his people place in his hands,
he multiplies on behalf of others. He wants the hungry to have
bread for body, mind and soul.

Jesus describes himself as the Bread of Life. This makes
clear that bread is more than flour or meal mixed with milk and
then baked. Bread is everything necessary to sustain, nourish
and satisfy human life. People can’treally live without meaningful
relationships with God and man— without the living Word that
is Jesus Christ— without convictions that motivate and hope
that inspires.

What do you find to be true, nourishing and tasty? What
makes life worthwhile for you? What keeps you going? What in
your experience provesto be the bread of life? Share it with hungry
people. Eliminate injusticeand inequity. Fight poverty and boredom.
Giveyour money “bread”. Above all, give love; share how Jesus
feedsyour life.

“Evangelismis one beggar showing another beggar where to
find food.” Gandhisaid, “There are so many hungry peopleinthe
world; to them God can appear only in the form of bread.” No
wonder some Evangelism Committees welcome new residents
with the gift of a loaf of bread and a bag of salt as well as an
invitation to worship.

from a 1969 Fortress Press bulletin cover

Food pantry needs

Them beans, them beans, them
greenbeans! ...always appreciated
by our Soup Kitchen guests.

Any nonperishable foods are
welcome. Please put them in the
basket in Fellowship Hall and Carol
Bell will sort them so they will be
used to feed those whose funds are
stretched to the limit.
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Budgets and the Bible

Much has been said recently about fiscal responsibility both
publicand private. The national debt, the budget deficit, the subprime
mortgage crisis, corporate greed, and growing credit card debt all
have headlined the national news. Notsurprisingly the discussionhas
beenoften framed inreligiousterms. For instance, Congressman Paul
Ryanwhen introducing hisbudget cutting bill said that reducing the
federal deficitwasa“moral imperative”. Inresponse, Jim Wallis of
Sojournerswrote thatintargeting the elderlyand poor, “Theologically,
thisisanassaultagainstthe very people God specifically instructs us
to protect, and whose well-being is the biblical test of a nation’s
righteousness.” Thespiritual rhetoricalso hasbeeninvokedtocondemn
excessive executive pay and unbridled materialismas well as other
matters of fiscal restraint.

How we manage our personal and national budgets certainly
requires sober consideration and our philosophical and religious
inclinationscan’thelpinfluencing ourdecisions. However, thediscussion
need notbe dogmatic or doctrinaire or so contentious. Onafederal
level pragmatism will have to be balanced by compassion. On a
personal level somereflectionisnecessary. Simply, prioritiesneedto
be made. Immediate needs have to be taken care of. The thingsthat
areimportantwill need nurturing. And if the spiritual life has value for
you, as | suspect it does, the church should figure strongly in your
budgeting considerations. And, “whenwe give we should givein
proportion to the way the Lord has blessed us” (Deut 16:17).

S. Steven Yang
on behalf of the Stewardship Committee

May United Methodist dates

1 JosephAlbrightbornin Montgomery County, Pa. 1759
1-11  General Conference inBaltimore, Maryland, 1984
3 DeathofBishop Thomas Coke, 1814
8 Festival ofthe Christian Home, 2011
8 Native American Ministries Sunday, 2011
12 Wm.McKendree,1st American-born Bishopelected, 1808
22  Heritage Sunday, 2011
24  Aldersgate experience of John Wesley, 1738
28  Jesse Leeappointedto New England, 1789
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Wisdom from Bob Hawes

Onthefirstday, God created the dogandsaid, “Sitall day by the
door of your house and bark at anyone who comes in or walks past.
For this, I will give you a life span of twenty years.” The dog said,
“That’salongtimeto be barking. Howaboutonly tenyearsand I’ll
give you back the other ten?”” So God saw it was good.

Onthesecondday, God created the monkey and said, “Entertain
people, dotricks,and makethem laugh. Forthis, I’ll give youatwenty
year lifespan.” The monkey said, “Monkey tricks for twenty years?
That’sapretty long time to perform. Howabout | give you back ten
like the dog did?” And God, again, saw it was good.

Onthethird day, God created the cow and said, “You must go
intothe field with the farmer all day long and suffer under the sun, have
calvesandgive milk to supportthe farmer’sfamily. Forthis, Iwill give
youallife span of sixty years.” The cowsaid, “That’skind of atough
life youwantmeto live for sixty years. Howabouttwentyand I’ ll give
back the other forty?” And God agreed it was good.

Onthe fourth day, God created ahumanand said, “Eat, sleep,
play marryandenjoyyour life. Forthis, I’ll give youtwenty years.” But
the humansaid, “Only twenty years? Could you possibly give me the
twenty, the cow gave back, the ten the monkey gave back and the ten
the dog gave back; that makes eighty, okay?” “Okay,” said God,
“Youaskedforit.”

Sothatiswhy for our firsttwenty years, we eat, sleep, play and
enjoy ourselves. Forthe next forty years, we slave inthe sunto support

our family. For the next ten years, we do

monkeytrickstoentertainthegrandchildren.

- And forthe lastten years, we sitonthe

frontporchand bark ateveryone.

Yy "'":l Lifehasnowbeenexplainedto

; R "Ef:, you. There isno need to thank me
N

=

forthisvaluable information. I’'m

L . » doingitasapublicservice. Ifyou
% L are looking for me I will be onthe
s ‘{f frontporch.

: Bob Hawed
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An attitude of gratitude

Therewasatimewhen | was inastate of utter despair, immersed
inguiltover promises made onwhich I had notdelivered. lwenttomy
vocal coach, Fred Wilkerson, weeping copiously. He asked what was
the matter. I responded, “I’mgoing crazy. lamalmostatthe brink of
suicide.”

He offered me alegal-size, lined yellow pad and apen. He said,
“Write down your blessings!” Furious that he didn’tunderstand my
condition, I shouted, “Don’ttalk nonsense, I’mtelling you lamgoing
crazy.” Hesaid, “Write downthat you could hear me say “write down’
and think of the millionswho cannot hear the cries of their babies, or
the sweetwords of their beloveds, or the alarm that could helpthem
seek safety.

Write down that you can see this yellow pad and think of the
millions on this planet who cannot see the smiles of their growing
childrenorthedelightinthe faces of their beloveds, or the colors of
the sunrise and the softness of the twilight.

Write down that you know how to write. Write down that you
know howtoread.”

Wilkie, ashewas known, gave me that lesson in 1955. Fifty-five
years later, | have written thirty-one books, essays, plays, and lyrics
forsongs—all onyellow pads. | remaininanattitude of gratitude.

Maya Angelon

performer, poetand author

Homeless in Connecticut

Last year, our state’s emergency homeless shelters served
approximately 11,700 people, including more than 1,500 children.
Morethan 3,000 adultsinfamiliesand 1,579 childrensleptinshelters
andtherewere 1,312 emergency shelter users betweenthe agesof 18
and 24.

from CABHN Fever
the Connecticut Alliance For Basic Human Needs
newletter.
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Habitat for Humanity - New Haven

Habitat for Humanity

(F EECATTH W RNl

Paul Brown, Judy LeVesque,Alan Anderson, Megan Lohutko, Sally Cotter,
Pastor Craig. Mike LeVesque and Bob McLeod holding the sign
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May Birthdays

AlexandraAttanasio 1 LawrenceRemetta 18
Mary Krutz 3 JamesCave 19
Matthew Schuyler 3 Justin Hauser 19
Elizabeth Miller 5 Jill Spina 19
Sarah Asbury 7 ZacharyBrown 21
FernPope 10 Ellen Tollefsen 21
Carrie Stepp 10 Emily Gonzalez 24
Jason Bell 11 Lauren Symmes 24
Michael Clare 13 CynthiaHowe 25
Arline Johnson 13 Deborah Strukus 25
JacquelineBlomberg 17 JeffBowen 26
SandiMcKinnon 17 Allison Gates 29

Austin Shogren graduates in Groton

Austin Shogren shaking the hand of the Commanding Officer of
Naval Submarine School during hisgraduationon April 8" from Basic
Enlisted Submarine School in Groton, CT. He will have more schools
toattend before he receives ordersto his firstsubmarine but thiswas
the big firststep.
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How many health kits will be needed?

Ifatsunami hityourtown?

Ifthe tornado flattened your farm?

Ifthe levee ontheriver was breached?

Ifthe enemyburnedyour village?

All of these things have happened recently and the United
Methodist Committee on Relief responds. The Missions Committee
and Ginny Burrwill be creating Health Kits to take to the New York
Annual Conference onJune 8, where they will be loaded into atruck
leaving for the UMCOR depot on Friday, June 10.

Please bring these itemsto Fellowship Hall: hand towels - from
15x25t017x27 inches, washcloths, large, sturdy combs, metal nail
files, clippers, bath-size soap, toothbrushes, band-aidsand $1 per kit
for purchasing toothpaste at the time of shipping to the needy.

Thankyou for participating.

Blue and gold stars

During one of our adult Sunday School classes the subject of
“blue star mothers” was mentioned. The service banner for those
servinginthe Armed Forces duringwartime wasavery commonsight
during World War 11. Our house had aone star banner for my brother
and myaunt’shouse had three stars - unfortunately one becameagold
star when her son Raymond’s plane was shot down.

FernPope learned online that these bannersarestill available.

White stars

Memorial Day ison May 30thisyearandthe day whenwe begin
to display the American flag and itswhite stars for the summer.

One Memorial Day, some childrenwere asked what the holiday
meanttothem.

“That’sthe day the swimming pool opens!” answered one eager
boy. Thathedidn’trealize or appreciate was that he canfreely goto
the pool because more than one million people have puttheir liveson
the lineto preserve America’s democracy. Many of them have died
socitizensof other countriesmightalsoenjoy the privileges of political,
socialandeconomic freedom.

Memorial Day is our opportunity to pause and remember the
sacrifices of many of America’shbestcitizens. They made the supreme
sacrifice onour behalf, so please remember to honor these heroeson
May 26.
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Fannie Ellis Bailey

Rev.Joseph G. Bailey alwayssaid Fannie Baker wasthe prettiest
little thing to come down thatroad in West Virginia. Until he died in
2005they only had eyes for each other. The Baileys served the UMC
of Clinton from 1981 until retirementin 1989 when they moved to
Kingston, NY toahouse that he had builtand named Baileywick.

Fannie was born in Abbs Valley, Virginia on November 25,
1922 and died on March 29, 2011 at Carrington Place, Wytheville,
Virginialeavingfivesons: Joseph, Jr.and Meg in Columbia, SC; Alvin
and Margaret Ann in Port Jefferson, NY, Stephen and Sherrie in
Kingston; TimothyinEllenville, NY and Mark in Ossining, NY’; six
grandchildrenandtwo great-grandchildren. Fannie wasalsosurvived
by fivesisters: Vernon, Zane and Louise in Wytheville, Virginiain
Bluefield, VAand Charlotte in Lexington, KY. She was preceded in
death by aninfantdaughter, Jennifer,agrandson, Jake, twosisters,
Edithand Nellie and two brothers, Blaine and William.

Fannie’smemorial services were held at the Dudley Memorial
ChapelinBluefield, Virginiaon March 30and inthe Reservoir UMC
in Ashokan, New York on Wednesday, April 13,2011.

For the healing of the nations

“Oursisaworldof nuclear giantsand ethical infants. We know
more about war than we know about peace, more aboutkilling than
we know about living. We have grasped the mystery of the atom and
rejected the Sermon onthe Mount.”

General Oman Bradley

Little things are BIG

Inresponsetothearticle onopportunitiesto purchase little items
forthe church, Tom Gladwin contributed fundstoenlarge aclosetto
hold the newtelevisionanditsstand. Weare very happy aboutthisand
are delighted to have Pastor Craig build aclosetto house the TV.

We do have a list of items now - most cost between $25 and
$50. These items will be of good use around the church and
grounds, but are not fancy enough to be “memorial gifts.” Who
would wantamemorial shovel or tea kettle?
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Church family notes

Jude Houpertsends her thanks for the congregation card which
yousigned on March 27th. Remember our friendswhoare notable
tocometo churchevery week and letthem know we care by signing
a card each week.

18,2011
Wereceivedthe lovely photo card of the churchmembersand we
were very pleased and touched by suchathoughtful gesture. Itisnice
to be missed!
We have had some health issues that have prevented us from
attending churchservices...
We hopeto see everyone soon and we send our love and sincere
thankstoall.
Weilliam and LaVerne Alhinson

Building communities...one house, one family at a time

Habitat for Humanity of Greater New Haven, Inc. gratefully
acknowledgesagiftof $110 given by the United Methodist Church
of Clintonon April 26,2011. Thank you!

Habitat for Humanity of Greater New Haven, an affiliate of
Habitat International, has been creating homeownership opportunities
forworking, low income familiessince 1986. Habitat’s missionisto
eliminate poverty housingaround the world. Y our gift to Habitat will
help improve the lives of the familieswe serve. (See Page 14)

First Thursday at Connecticut Hospice

ConnecticutHospice, Inc., 100 Double Beach Road, Branford,
invites youto attend aninformational sessionon Thursday, May 5at
6 pm. All of your questions about Hospice history, philosophy and
care givingwill be addressed. Please call Pat Corradino at 203-315-
7510for reservations.
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Areyou creative? Isyour hobby carving?or
woodworking? Canyouknit, paint, sew? Brusr

Our Holly Fair is popular for having a tasty b
made-from-scratch luncheon, home prepared bakedgoods &
andhand crafted decorationsandgiftsmade by churchmembers. ﬁ‘:l-}.

Now isthetimetobe creative and if you don’tmake items
for the church at home, you can attend a crafting group in
Fellowship Hall and perhaps learnanewtalent.

Recently little snowmenhave beengrowing on Tuesday mornings
asthe Clever Crafterswork. They notonly make things for the Holly
Fair, but forareaconvalescentinstitutionstobrightenthe days for their
residents. Work begins at 11:00 am and please bring abag lunch -
desserts provided.

On Tuesday evenings after Easter, the Holly Crafters begin
crocheting, knitting, cross-stitching, making jewelry and decorations
mainly for the Holly Fair, butalsowe bring inthat craft or mending that
we justdon’thavetime forathome. With bright lights, table space and
good company, the tasks seemmuch easier.

Jackie Blomberg hasthe answers for mostknitting problemsand
an endless supply of exotic yarn. Fredda Wood is also a talented
knitter - if she could just find the first sock of the pair she finished.

The churchitself has several shelves of supplies for crafts, i.e.
feathers, yarn, beads, ribbon, etc.

If youwork withwood, you are on your own, although George
Hoythas made several pieces of furniture and could probably give
advice. Former “best sellers” are balsa tree decorations made by
Walter Hull and footstools made by Ted Wahle.

Whether youare ready to create things for the Holly Fair or want
to learnacraft,don’thesitate to help usmake Holly Fair 2011 the best
ever!

a2
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