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Aswe beginanother year, I look forward to participating inthe
Wesley Covenantserviceand Communionasaway tostartthe year
offright. Itisapartofour United Methodist heritage whichmay or may
not be important to everyone. It seems over the years we have lost
interestand knowledge about our heritage and whatdifferentiatesone
denomination fromanother orevenonereligious faith fromanother.

This was brought out in a recent survey done by the Pew
Research Center. You can still take the 15 question version of the
religion quiz to see where you stand incomparison with the average
American at: http://features.pewforum.org/quiz/us-religious-
knowledge/. Theresultswere surprising inmany ways, inthat those
who were Jewish, orevennoidentified faith, knew as much or more
aboutreligions (particularly Christianity) than many Protestants.
Sincewe liveinapluralisticworld and society, I thinkitis important
that we have at least some fundamental knowledge about other
worldreligionsaswell asour own. You canask our confirmation
class, we spentayearon lookingatthem! This year we are focusing
on Christianity and United Methodism.

While reading an article in the United Methodist Reporter
regardingreligiousilliteracy, | came across a box titled “Twelve
things every United Methodist should know.” 1am not sure that
every United Methodist does know all twelve butitmightbe funto
giveitatry—eitheryoumightsurprise yourselfathow much you
know, or perhaps learnathing or two. Have funwith it (Iwon’tbe
collecting your answersand grading them)—the answerswill appear
elsewhere inthe Messenger.

Shalom,
Craiy
Twelve thingsevery United Methodist should know

1. Who founded Methodism as a religious movement in the
1700s?

2. Fromwhatdenominationdid Methodism spring forth?

3. Whichtwodenominationsmergedin 1968 to formthe United
Methodist Church?

4. Inwhatdocumentswill you findanoutline of what Methodists
believe?
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AProsperous New Year

Somelookforsignsofan improvingeconomy u’ﬂ,-f
in the stock market reports. Others listen to the #"“"
analysts. Anyone could think the economy isimproving if ?*
they canhaveareliable, adequately paid job. g

I have my own method. I think itmay have begunwithmy =
father. Togotothe nearesttown we had to drive over both the
New York Central and the Nickel Plate Railroad crossingsandifa
train could be spotted on the flat country horizon, Dad will pullinto the
freightstation yard sowe could look ateachrailcar and count them.

I judge the economy by the Providence & Wooster Railroad,
which passes through Clinton most dayswhile we are eating lunchat
the Coffee Break. Foralongtimeeachtrainconsisted of 10to 15cars.

Recently there have been as many as 57 cars, so | think the
southern New England economy is picking up!

Whatdoesthe P&W haul? I have seentrap rock and metals. The
November 7 Hartford Courantwrote about the railroad’s use of the
old Air Line Railroad swing bridge in Middletown. Monday through
Friday the P&W uses the bridge to serve Midstate Recovery, a
recycling business. Recently one string of seven cars of demolition
debriswentto Ohioto fill abandoned strip mines.

Congress has never asked me how to restore the United States
creditstanding - we would certainly be in better shape now—how
coulditbe worse? Among other things, | would have to tell themto
gettherail systeminbetter shape. We used to build powerful engines;
now Chinaisthe only country building trainengines. We usedtomove
freightand passengersefficiently. When I was inschool in Cleveland
one couldboardthetrainunderthe Terminal Tower onthecity square;
now the trainstationisasmall remote building near Lake Erie.

How do you judge the economy? Maybe we all can help.
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Church family notes

Toour Church Family:
Many grateful thanks for your concern, cards, and most ofall,
prayersfor Ellenand me duringmy recentillness.
Joel

Dear Church Family,

Yougive us joy withthe DVD/TV church service. With each
DVD we identify with youat worship. Gene finds comfort with the
hymnsand prayersand says themwith hisheart, ashe listensto the
choirand hears the message from Pastor Craig. We are thankful for
this ministry and especially for the angelswho send the DVD to us.

Love,
Gene and Carol Gardell

Cat’s Meow United Methodist Church

We have placed another order for “Cat’s Meow” churches and
expectdelivery mid-January.

My World designs are two-dimensional wooden keepsakes
of our special places and times made by The Cat’s Meow of
Wooster, Ohio. We are beginning “our world” witha 7 by 3 3/
8 inch United Methodist Church of Clinton. It has the front of the
churchonone side and some brief information on the reverse.
They can be purchased through the church office for $10 each.
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5. Whatpercentage of United Methodist membership resides
inlocal congregations outside the United States?

6. Whatis the only body that can speak officially for the
United Methodist Church?

7. The practice of moving ordained ministers every few
years—highlighting alocal commitment to aconnectional
mission—is known as what?

8. The Methodistconceptthat God initiates grace toward
everyone isreferred to as what?

9. Methodism’s cofounder is a well-known composer of
many church hymns. Whois he?

10. The United Methodist Church polity reflects the American
system of government. Which body represents the
executive branch?

11. Though its founderdrank beer and wine (while opposing
distilled beverages), American Methodists took up what
cause inthe early 20" century?

12. What does the cross and flame symbolize for the United
Methodist Church?

The January cover

Alexandra Marsellaascends the narthex stairway followed by
anattendant Gabriella Dollahite on December 5 during the church’s
annual St. LuciaFestival.

Human Relations Day is January 16

In Oklahoma, 50% of children whose parentsare incarcerated
will be incarcerated themselves. Redemption Ministriesis seeking to
turnthataround. Asaministry already focused on prisonersand ex-
prisoners, itwasanatural forthemtoreach outto childrenand families.

Joy Block isthe director for the Redemption Youth programat
Redemption Penn Avenue United Methodist Church. She wasonce
jailed herselfand can identify with both the children and their parents.
Joy knows that the key to breaking the incarceration cycle to is
surround these young people with God’s love. “What | wantthemto
doisfollow Godfirst,” Joy says, “That’snumber one. Because that’s
goingtobetheirstrengthalwaysinlife.”

Y our offeringon Human Relations Day, January 16, will provide
forcompassionateand life-changing ministries like Redemption Y outh.
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Therewill be no church school classes until January 9th.

January?2

Greeter
Acolytes
Ushers

Infant/toddler care
Worship leader
Lectionaryscriptures

Sermon
Communionsteward
Fellowship hosts

January9

Greeters
Acolytes
Ushers

Infant/toddler care
Worship leader
Lectionaryscriptures

Sermon
Fellowshiphost

Month of Sundays

Epiphany Sunday
Wesley Covenant Service

GlennaBishop

SkylarRiley, Alaina Attanasio
Rachel Benisvy, Haley Parent,
Justin Hauser, Alex Attanasio,
JonasThelin

LindaSymmes

Mickey Brown

Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm72;

Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12

Pastor Craig Fitzsimmons
EvelynScaglione
TheThelinFamily

First Sunday after the Epiphany

Billand Kathy Schuyler
Gabby Dollahite, Jessie Ryan

Evelyn Scaglione, Sharon Minick,

Gay McPhee, LyndaLarson,
EllenHoyt

LindaSymmes
JohannaThelin

Isaiah42:1-9; Psalm 29;

Acts10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17

Pastor Craig Fitzsimmons
LeslieParent

The Messenger

Preparing for the St. Lucia Festival

Alex Attanasio
JessieRyan

Skylar & Raegen

Riley
s (R
L —

—

Christopherand Jonathan
Lohutko
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Good News Garage

Imagine you are ready forwork. You getinto your carand put
the key inthe ignition, but your car does not start. We have all been
inthissituationatonetime oranother. Recall the feelings of frustration,
helplessnessand inconvenience. Now imagine these feelingsare part
of your daily routine because you do noteven have avehicle.

Unfortunately, thisisanall toocommon reality for many people.
They lack asafe and reliable vehicle to commute to and from work,
take their childrento day care and after school activities, and getto
medical appointments, the supermarketand more. Itismore thanan
inconvenience—itisavery real andsignificantobstacle to providing
fortheir familiesand breaking the cycle of poverty.

That is where Good News Garage comes in! Good News
Garage, aprogram of Lutheran Social Services, has beenworkingto
break the cycle of poverty by providing clientswith asafeand reliable
vehicle. The carbecomesanempowering gift—atool of opportunity.
Clients use the vehicles to get to work, drive their children to the
doctor, extracurricularactivities, accessaffordable housingand more.
In short, the use their vehicles in the exact same way that the vast
majority of Americans take for granted! Since 1996, Good News
Garage (GNG) has matched more than 3,500 vehicleswith familiesin
need of transportation.

Donatingisfast, easy and free and all donations qualify foratax
deductionwhile some may qualify for fair market value—the highest
deductionallowable forvehicle donationsunder current IRS standards.
Tolearnmore or to donate visit Good News Garage at www.Good
News Garage.org or call toll-free 877.GIVE.AUTO (877-448-
3288.Donateacar...Changealife!

Drama leadership

Our churchisblessed with talented children and the adults to
guide them. We don’tsee the rehearsals, costuming and planning that
these women manage behind the scenes. We thank those whose
productions have made the season special thisyear.

KarinThelin, whodirectsthe St. Lucia Festival and Bev Bowen,
who managed the reception afterward.

LauraAttanasio, whodirectsthe Kidz Konnectionthatperformed
Briar Rose one Sunday afternoon.

LisaSutherland, whowith Lauragets the childrenand teensto
presentabeautiful Christmas Pageanteach year.
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Epiphany — a time to begin

Epiphany isaseasonof beginnings. Inthe everyday worlditisa
return to work after the holidays, the start of the new year, the
beginning of diets. Moreimportanttous, itisalso the beginning of the
works of Jesus Christ.

The season of Epiphany “testifies to the whole purpose of the
Incarnation: the manifestation of God in Jesus Christ. ..and the mighty
signsandteachings, narrated inthe gospelsas Jesusaccomplishes his
mission, make the Season After the Epiphany the commemoration of
allthose thingswhich Jesus did up to the final events in Jerusalem.”

from Seasons of the Gospel, Abingdon

January 16

Greeters
Acolytes
Ushers

Infant/toddler care
Worship leader
Lectionaryscriptures

Sermon
Fellowshiphost

January 23

Greeters
Acolytes
Ushers

Infant/toddler care
Worship leader
Lectionaryscriptures

Sermon
Fellowship hosts

Second Sunday after the Epiphany
Human Relations Day

The Lohutkos

Raegen Riley, Nicholas Dollahite
Sally Cotter, Ginny Burr, David Moore,
Lyle Cubberly, Andrew Dupre
LindaSymmes

Tammy Drena

Isaiah 19:1-7; Psalm40;

1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42
Pastor Craig Fitzsimmons

Corinne Brown

Third Sunday after the Epiphany

Racheland LisaBenisvy

Alex Attanasio, RebeccaDollahite
Dennis Scaglione, Bob McLeod,
JohnPope, Gerald Cotter, Dave Wahl
LindaSymmes

Isaiah9:1-4; Psalm 27;

1 Corinthians1:10-18; Matthew4:12-23
Pastor Craig Fitzsimmons

Sallyand Debbie
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January 30 Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany

Greeters Beverly Jones, Skylarand RaegenRiley

Acolytes Caroline Yang, SkylarRiley

Ushers Rachel Benisvy, Haley Parent,
Justin Hauser, Alex Attanasio,
JonasThelin

Infant/toddler care LindaSymmes

Worship leader

Lectionaryscriptures Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15;
1Corinthians1:18-31; Matthew5:1-12

Sermon Pastor Craig Fitzsimmons

Fellowship hosts Beverly Jonesandthe Rileys

It wouldn’t have happened without him!

Gerald Cotter was recognized for his six years of service as
President of the Board of Trustees and for his shepherding of the
Steeple Resurrection Project at the December 8 Church Council
meeting. Karin Thelin, Council Chair, presented himwithacertificate
and an engraved wooden cross.
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EPIPHANY

Thechurchcelebrated Epiphany long before Christmas. Originally
itfocused onthe nativity, incarnation and baptism of Christ. Today
January 6 isobservedas Three Kings Day to honor the three wise men
whobroughtgiftstothe Christchild. Itmarkstheend of the firstseason
of the churchyear, which beginswith Advent.
Weinvite Messenger readerstowrite Epiphany poetry and share
itby putting your poem or poems (signed or unsigned) inthe blue folder
inthe hallway across fromthe office door. You may haveapreferred
form, buthere are some suggestionsto get the rest of you started:
Twoword poems: Each line should have only two words, but you
may write as many linesasyouwish.

Example-Holy Star, ever leading, shine today.

Acrostic poems: Take oneword foranoutline and write words from
each letter.

Example- Salvation, Twinkling, Advent, Revelation.

Couplets: Atwo-line poemthat rhymes.

Example: The star shone bright, That Holy Night.

Cinquain: Afiveline poemthat follows this pattern:

Line one - one word that is the subject of the poem.

Line two - two words that describe line one.

Linethree - three action words.

Line Four - four words that express feelings about the subject.

Line Five-asynonym forlineone.

Example: Epiphany; wondrous journey; seeking, searching,
finding; God’s love swaddling clothed; Revelation.
Prepositional phrase poetry: Use only prepositional phrasesto

convey your poetic Epiphany thought.
Example: Fromthe Father; By the Spirit; Through the Son; Of the
virgin; With Hisblessing; Tothe world.
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2010 Christmas Pageant

AlainaAttanasio
and
RaegenRiley
intown

forthe census
and

looking for
lodging.

Theangel chorus singsto Joseph, Mary and Jesus

SkylarRiley, the Dollahitesisters, Jessie Ryan, Alexandra Marsella
Jonathan Lohutkoand Alex Attanasio
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April mission trip to Haiti

Our pastor will be leadinga Volunteer In Mission (VIM) teamto
Haitiin Aprilas partof the New York Annual Conference three year
commitment to send teams to help rebuild Haiti after last year’s
earthquake. Craig will lead the team from April 5to 12. Other dates
areavailable throughoutthe year. The costis $1,100 which includes
airfare, meals, housingand local expenses. Applicationsare due no
later than February 6. A team consists of ten people.

Informationandapplicationsare available inthe church officeas
wellas onour Conference website: www.nyac.com and follow the
linksto Haiti. The Conference would like those going to have Early
Response Team (ERT) training. Craigistryingtoarrange forsucha
trainingatour church - tentatively scheduled for February 12 (anall
dayevent). Evenifyouare notgoing onthis Haiti trip butare interested
inthetraining, youare invited to attend.

Food Pantry needs

Our in-house pantry can use more apple juice and regular or
decaf coffee. All nonperishable foods are welcome and will be
used either in our Wednesday evening meals or inthe Food Pantry
dispensing at Holy Advent on Wednesdays.

Do you have the time?

Twoof ourmembersliveinKillingworthandatthe presenttime
neither is able to drive. If you are able to drive them to doctor’s
appointments or shop for needed items, please call the Houperts at
860-663-2890.

Substitute teachers needed

The Shoreline Christian School islooking for qualified substitute
teachersduringthis season ofinclementweather, fluand colds. Ifyou
are interested, please contactthe school viaphone: 203-421-4626 or
email: shorelineprincipal@gmail.com.

Nancy Hameloth
Principal

The Messenger 7



Royalty from the East

Haley Parent

Rachel Benisvy

il

, Christopherand

\

L

b ‘ w-gjf Megan Lohutko
ad”

A
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I wassilent foramoment knowing whatever was said would
paleincomparison. I spoke frommy heart, notmy head. ‘Oh, you’ve
touched me,” I said ‘and taught me in part that the best of any man is
whatisfoundinhisheart.”

Therest, I thought, this shoe manwill never know. Like just
how thankful I really am that his dirty old shoe touched my soul.

from the Shoreline Soup Kitchens, etc. newsletter

We Believe

“Anangel of the Lord appeared and said, “Joseph, descendant
of David, do not be afraid to take Mary to be your wife. For itis by
the Holy Spiritthat she has conceived. She will have ason, and you
willname him Jesus—because hewill save hispeople fromtheirsins.”

Matthew 1:20,21
And Joseph believed. And Mary believed. And we believe.

Through our religion, we find the path that brings us closer to

God, apathworthy of continuing pavement.
“Religion is life. Faith is its only fuse.”

“Religion doesn’t fail. It’s the people who fail religion.”
“To really enjoy religion, one must first have it and then use it.”
“Your religion will do more for you if you do more for it.”

These quotations are from people outside of our church, yet
stewardstoit.

As we leave 2010 and move into 2011, we find the church to
have 19 fewer pledges, yet we believe these people will once again
promise generously as they have inthe past.

“Religion is like a bank — neither one pays dividends

unless we make deposits.”
Jact Smith
Stewardship Committee
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Shoes in Church

I showeredand shaved; I adjusted my tie. I gotthereandsatin
apew justintime. Bowing my head in prayeras I closed my eyes
I sawthe shoes of the man nextto me touchingmy own. I sighed. When
plenty ofroomoneitherside I thought, “Why mustour solestouch?”
Itbothered me, hisshoe touching mine butitdidn’tbother himmuch.

Aprayerbegan: ‘Our Father’...Ithought, “Thismanwith the
shoes has no pride. They’re dusty, worn, scratched. Even worse,
thereare holesontheside!’

‘ThankYoufor blessings,’ the prayer wenton. The shoe man
saidaquiet ‘Amen.’ I tried to focus on the prayer...but my thoughts
were on hisshoesagain. Aren’twe supposed to look our bestwhen
walking throughthatdoor? “Well, this certainly isn’tit,” I thought,
glancingatthefloor.

Thenthe prayerwasended...andthe songs of praise began.
The shoe manwas certainly loud...sounding proud as he sang. His
voice lifted the rafters; hishands were raised high. The Lord could
surely hear the shoe man’svoice fromthe sky.

It was time for the offeringand what | threw in was steep. |
watched as the shoe manreached into hispockets so deep. I saw what
was pulled out...whatthe shoe man putin. Then I heard asoftclink
aswhensilver hitstin.

Thesermonreally bored metotearsandthat’snolie. Itwas
the same for the shoe man for tears fell from hiseyes. Attheend of the
serviceasisthe custom herewe mustgreetnew visitorsand showthem
allgood cheer. But I feltmoved somehowand wanted to meetthe shoe
man, so after closing prayer | reached over and shook his hand.

Hewasoldandhisskinwasdarkandhishairwastrulyamess,
but I thanked him for coming; for being our guest. He said, ‘My name’s
Charlie, I’'mgladtomeetyoumyfriend.” There weretearsinhiseyes,
buthehadalarge, widegrin.

‘Letmeexplain,” he said, wiping tears from hiseyes. ‘I’ve
been coming here for monthsand you’re the firsttosay, ‘Hi.”  know
my appearanceisnotlikeall therest, but I really dotry toalways look
my best. I always cleanand polishmy shoes before my very longwalk,
butmy the time I gethere, they’re dirty and dusty like chalk.’

My heartfilled with painand I swallowed tohide my tears. As
he continued to apologize for daring tositso near. He said, ‘When |
gothere I know I must look asight, but I thoughtif I could touch you
thenmaybe our soulsmightunite.’
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Mini-Charge Conference

Pastor Craig chaired the Charge Conference held on December
8th, with special permission fromthe District Superintendent. We
accepted apportionments for 2011 amounting to $19,776. The
apportionments cover our share of World Service, support for retired
pastors, administration of the annual, jurisdictional and general
conferences, and fundsfor Ministerial Education, our Black Colleges
and Africa University. Also salaries for our church staff totaling
$85,875were approved. The full budget requests will be voted onin
February.

Twotrustees for the four vacancies were elected; Paul Brown
will be inthe Board of Trustees Class of 2013 and Beverly Joneswas
reelectedtoservein thatsameclass. The Lay Leadership Committee
willhave more nomineesatthe regular February 6 Charge Conference.

Our newest members

Four women were received into the fellowship of our church
family onNovember 21, 2010.

LauraBecker cameto usfromthe United Methodist Churchin
O’Fallon, Illinois. She and her husband, Craig, and two young sons
Cameronand Nathan live on Warpas Road in Madison.

Karen VVargoshe came from the Huntington UMC in Shelton,
CT. Shesingsinthe Chancel Choir hereand liveson Blinnshed Road
alsoin Madison.

Tommie Petersonsingsinthe Chancel Choir, tooand comesinto
the church family asanassociate member. Sheisawidowwithgrown
childrenand comesto churcheachweekwithJessica, hergranddaughter.
Tommie livesonHeritage Circle in Clinton.

JessicaRyan, Tommie’sgranddaughter, lives on Bargate Road
inClinton. Sheisactiveinthe Youth Groupandisan Acolyte Captain.

Wewelcomeall fourwomen and know you will enjoy working
withand getting to knowthem.

* Your Messenger Editor knows this would have been a
better introduction to our new members if we had photos and
interviews. Would someone in the congregation like to take on
this task with each class of new members? The church can
provide the camera.

SAA
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Preparing for the St. Lucia Festival

Haley Parent
Megan Lohutko

Becca,
Nicholas
& Gabby
Dollahite |

Eliot& Caroline
Yang

:h‘ i i
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Our sympathy to...

Daleand David Moore and her mother, Dee Burghardt, uponthe
death of Dale’sbrother, David Paul Burghardt, who died on November
30. David had lived in Connecticut, Mexicoand Florida. His life was
celebrated on December 6 at St. Margaret’s Catholic Church in
Madison.

MBR to age well

The Methodist Book Readers will gather on Monday, January
31todiscussATimetoLive, by Robert Raines. They consideredthis
book about creative living when choosing topics for 2010 sowe know
itisrecommended by at leastsomeone inthe group! George Hoytand
Sue Alexander picked itto startthe newyear because itisshort - only
224 pages!

Atour meeting on December 27 we should have picked books
forthe remainder of 2011 and a listwill soon be available from the
churchoffice. We hope to have avaried selection - all less than 400
pages. Please joinusat 7 pmon January 31in Fellowship Hall forgood
conversationand refreshments.

ANSWERS:
1 JohnWesley
Churchof England (Anglican Church)
The Methodist Churchandthe Evangelical United Brethren
Church
4. Thechurch’sArticlesof Religionandthe Confessionof Faith
(publishedinthe Book of Discipline)
5. About 30 percent, or 3.4 million.
6. Thequadrennial General Conference
7
8

W

. Itineracy
. Prevenientgrace
9. CharlesWesley
10. Council of Bishops
11. Prohibition
12. TheHoly Spiritand God through Christ
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January Birthdays

HeidiHayes 3 JosephValvano 19
Dennis Dollahite 4 Kevin Byington 21
Scott Miller 5 JackHarding 21
Frank Milnes 5 KarenJohns-Ahern 22
LaurenHolliman 6 JeaneHoward 23
Richard Gilcher 9 Clifford Dowler 24
Kelly Patten 9 Beverly Jones 28
Clarke McKinnon 12 Melissa Vancil 29
Cathy Stuart 16 Brian Vancil 31

Lisa Sutherland 18
The work goes on

Allthroughthe week peopleare working onour church buildings
and grounds. We have mentioned the outdoor workers before, butdid
you know that Don and Ginny Hauser straighten up the sanctuary,
polishthe brass plates, fill the altar candles with oil and fill the pew
racks every week? Jack Smith comes every Wednesday to set up
chairsandtablesforthe Soup Kitchen. Carol Bell adorns the chancel
with flowers and banners appropriate to the season. Dick Bell
polishesthe floorsand makes minor repairs. Others often help these
regularworkers.

Whereareall the supplieskept? Thereare
two closets in the narthex where there used to
be stairs down to Fellowship Hall. One
contains paraments, candles, etc. and the
other has items used -
byacolytesandushers.

Underneath the
“% new stairway to the
% B sanctuary is a closet
created by Pastor
Craig where the
janitorial suppliesand the churchtoolsare
kept. Acrossthe hallway fromthe kitchenwe
store mops, brooms, etc. to be used by |
anyoneafterthey have beenusingthekitchen
or Fellowship Hall. L
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The Case of the Cookbooks

Itisn’tamystery. We know where they are. In 2005 the church
publishedavery nice collection of recipes gathered by Gay McPhee,
Evelyn Scaglione, Sharon Minickand LisaMinick Sutherland.

Thebooks have extrapageswithabrief history of the church, an
accountofthe 1962 Smorgasbordandsixtable graces. The publishing
companyadded hintsandtips for better preparations, but the important
partisthe selection of delicious recipes. A case of books remains at
large. For only $5 the church office will huntdown a copy for you!

A letter from our bishop

Adventgreetingstoyou inthe name of Jesus Christour Lordand Savior,
the Prince of Peace, Healer of our brokenness and Hope of the world!
The mostrecentconflictinthe Korean Peninsulais extremely
seriouswith sufficientvolatility to lead toanother war. As you may
know the Korean War waged between 1950 and 1953 claimed
deaths and injuries by the millions. Now with the world’s largest
concentration of military forces stationed along the Demilitarized
Zone, and with a growing number of weapons including nuclear
weaponsinthe peninsula, the currentescalation of hostilities posesan
unprecedented threat to the world as well asto the Korean people. In
lightofthe grave consequences ofwrong choices, emotional responses
mustnever replace rational ones. Another war mustnever be repeated.
Dividedforover65years, Koreaisthe only country intheworld
thatstill remainsthe same after the end of the Cold War. Atthe present
time, animosity between South Koreaand North Koreaonly increases.
As Jesus lamented with tears over Jerusalem, the way to peace seems
tobehidden. We, too, weepasour heartsare broken over the deathand
destructionthathasalready occurred by the mostrecenthostilitiesand
overthehorriblehumantragedy thatanotherwarinevitablywouldcreate.
Aspeace-loving people, thisisindeed the timeto pray for God’s
mercy, wisdomand guidance. And our prayer mustalso entail our
commitmentto beinganinstrumentof peace. We mustencourageall
things that may help ease the tension and enhance positive relations
between South and North. We must be a peacemaking people in
whateverwayswe can. Following the Prince of Peace and God’sown
vision of peace for the world, we shall never give up onthe prospects

of peace forsuchatimeasthis.
Jeremiah . Parke
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{ January 2011 ¢

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
DECEMBER '
SMTWTFS swrwres |1
1 2 3 4 ’
56 7 8 9 10 11 123 45 6 |New Year's Day
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
ARuERLE yEEnEn
26 27 28 29 30 31 g; 22 23 24 25 26 27
2 Epiphany 3 4 6 8
5:30 - 7:30CubDen | 900 WIC | 900 T.OPS. 7.00 BS Troop55 530 AA
10:00 Covenant Service 7:00 ScoutCommittee | 7:00 Mission committee | 500 SoupKitchenhost | 7:30 Chancel Choir
11:00 Fellowship Time St. Alexis Church
7:00 Trustees
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
9:00 Church school resumes | 1100 Clever Craft 7:00 Endowment Com. 9.00 T.0.P.S. 7:00 BSTroop 55 5:30 AA
10:00 Worship 530 Seecv:I:d {ﬁ)n?gss 5.00 SoupKitchenhost | 7:30 Chancel Choir
11:00 Fellowship time ’ St. Mary’s Church
7:00 Confirmation class 7:00 Church Council
16 Human Relations | 17 ML King Day | 18 19 20 21 22
Day 11:00 Clever Crafters 900 T.OP.S. 900 WIC 5:30 M
9:00 Church school 5:00 SoupKitchenhost 7:.00 BSTroop55 )
10:00 Worship Congregational Ch. | 7:30 Chancel Choir
11:00 Fellowship time
23 24 25 26 217 28 29
9.00 Church school 11:00 Clever Crafters 900 T.0.PS. 7:00 BSTroop 55 5:30 AA 3-5 District
10.00 Worship 5:00 SoupKitchenhost | 7:30 Chancel Choir Resource Day.
11:00 Fellowship time United Methodists New Milford

3 -5 District Resource Day.
Mary Taylor Mem.,Milford
7:00 Confirmation class

30

9:00 Church school
10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship time
7:00 Confirmation class

31

11:00 Clever Crafters
6:45 Cub packcom.
7:.00 Book discussion
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